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The West Colfax BID was established in 2008, bound by Sheridan to the west and approximately 
Irving to the east. This active business improvement district worked with the City to identify im-
provements that were be funded by a 2007 Better Denver Bond project. The Bond improvements 
include gateway medians, reconfiguring on street parking, sidewalk enhancements and street 
light upgrades. In addition, the BID has obtained funding from the Office of Economic Develop-
ment to allow for additional streetscape improvements which may includes lighting, art, land-
scaping elements and street trees. 

• Trees located in sidewalk grates are preferable to tree lawns given maintenance and pedes-
trian access issues.

AREA 2: OSAGE TO SHERMAN 
Colfax Avenue is a two-way street with limited on-street parking and provides direct access to 
downtown Denver. There are a variety of land uses along this stretch of Colfax serving the resi-
dents, students, commuters, and tourists of Denver.  Between Osage and Speer, the north side of 
Colfax is occupied with the Auraria Higher Education Center and the south side of Colfax includes 
the Historically Designated Westside Courthouse and a variety of auto oriented commercial uses 
which may present a future redevelopment opportunity.  Between Speer and Sherman, the corri-
dor is dominated by a variety of Civic uses including the Denver Justice Center, Historically Desig-
nated US Mint, City and County Building and other governmental offices, Civic Center Park and its 
accompanying Historic District and the State Capitol.  

Public transit is an extremely important mode of travel on Colfax through Downtown Denver.  The 
light rail runs along Colfax between Osage and Kalamath, adjacent to the Auraria Campus. In this 
area there are bus stops, centralized bus transfer facilities, specialized signage, adjacent crossings 
for light rail lines, and signalization supporting light rail progression.  Civic Center Station, located 
near the intersection of Broadway and Colfax, is a major bus transfer point and is the eastern ter-
minus of the 16th Street Mall Shuttle. 
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Recent redevelopment projects such as the Denver Justice Center, the Webb Municipal Building, 
Civic Center Park Improvements, the Denver Newspaper Agency building and ongoing intersec-
tion improvements at Galapago, Welton, Tremont and Delaware provide improved pedestrian 
access adjacent to and across Colfax in this area.  Due to the substantial amount of pedestrian 
traffic generated by Downtown employment, special event attendance, the Auraria Campus, the 
Denver Justice Center, access from the Cherry Creek Trail, and retail activity, pedestrian facilities 
should be designed and maintained to promote pedestrian traffic.  This stretch of Colfax sees high 
levels of mobility during peak hours, heavy pedestrian activity, intensive bus and light rail transit 
movements, frequent and disruptive loading and unloading activities, minimal on-street parking, 
a large reservoir of off-street parking, and complex underground utility systems. Sidewalks vary 
in terms of width and condition. There are crosswalks and pedestrian crossing signals at many 
intersections to enhance pedestrian connectivity. The pedestrian pathway east of Speer Blvd is 
difficult to negotiate because of narrow sidewalks, but improves farther east near the civic build-
ings.  In some areas, curb cuts and traffic congestion at intersections impedes the smooth flow of 
vehicular traffic. A smoother traffic flow would provide safer and more attractive environment for 
business and pedestrians. 

A portion of this segment of Colfax, from Speer Boulevard to Broadway Street, will have infrastruc-
ture improvements funded by a 2007 Better Denver Bond project. The planned improvements 
include upgraded medians, crossing enhancements and street light upgrades. 

• Trees located in sidewalk grates are preferable to tree lawns given maintenance and pedes-
trian access issues. Investigate opportunities to separate the sidewalks from the curb with a 
landscape buffer on the south side of Colfax between Osage and Kalamath.

AREA 3: SHERMAN TO COLORADO BOULEVARD (200 E to 4000 E)
Colfax Avenue from Sherman to Colorado Blvd is a multi-modal, commercial, and residential street 
serving the residents, commuters, and tourists of Denver.  Commercial businesses include food 
and entertainment, automotive-related, specialty retail, fast food drive-through, and lodging. Col-
fax provides low and medium-intensity retail and mixed land uses.  This segment of Colfax serves 
the neighborhoods of Capitol Hill, Cheesman Park, Congress Park, and City Park. The primary land 
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use pattern north and south of East Colfax Avenue is single family, duplex and multifamily resi-
dential.  Denver City Council created a new Main Street zone district to encourage redevelopment 
and revitalization along East Colfax reflecting the historic development patterns along the cor-
ridor.  This segment of Colfax has many historic resources scattered along its length including the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Ogden Theater, The Colonnade, Hamilton Apart-
ment Building, Park Ave Historic District, Wyman Historic District, Austin Building, First Church of 
Christian Science, East High School, City Park Esplanade Historic District, and the Bluebird Theater.  

Public transit is an important mode of travel along Colfax and is the highest ridership corridor in 
the City; both the 15 and 15 L routes serve this segment. This stretch of Colfax sees high levels of 
mobility during peak hours, heavy pedestrian activity, intensive bus movements, loading and un-
loading activities and sporadic on-street parking. Sidewalks vary in terms of width and condition. 

There are two special districts in this segment of Colfax. The East Colfax BID was established in 
1989, and is bound by Grant to the west and approximately Josephine to the east. In addition, the 
Greektown Local Maintenance District was established in 1998, and is bound by Josephine to the 
west and St. Paul to the east. These districts have worked with the City to identify improvements 
that were funded by the 2007 Better Denver Bond project. The improvements include pedestrian 
lighting, street trees, and sidewalk enhancements. 

• Trees located in sidewalk grates are preferable to tree lawns given maintenance and pedes-
trian access issues.

AREA 4: COLORADO BOULEVARD TO YOSEMITE (4000 E to 8900 E)
The National Jewish Hospital anchors the western end of this segment of Colfax. As one proceeds 
eastward the corridor transitions into a more residential character with one-story retail buildings 
and businesses on both sides. Many vacant lots and buildings are suitable for redevelopment. Col-
fax from Grape to Monaco encompasses small neighborhood areas where the character changes 
from medium to large retail and includes used-car dealerships and automotive uses. At Krameria, 
the retail area extends south of Colfax to 13th Avenue and contains large national retailers, includ-
ing King Soopers, Safeway, and Walgreens.  Colfax from Monaco to Syracuse is dominated by car 
dealerships and automotive services, as well as motels and motor lodges. 

COLFAX AVECOLFAX AVE
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Public transit continues to be an important mode of travel within this segment of Colfax.  Both 
the 15 and 15 L routes serve this segment.  The insufficient width of sidewalks and obstructions 
challenge pedestrians. On-street parking is limited in this segment due to the presence of mul-
tiple curb cuts, and is generally limited in this segment. Traffic interruptions result from frequent 
vehicular turn movements at side streets, curb cuts into individual businesses, and merging buses. 

Syracuse and Yosemite Streets frame two nearby major development areas. To the north is the re-
development of the former Stapleton Airport, and to the south is the redevelopment of Lowry Air 
Force Base. Each of these areas are evolving from public uses to mixed use developments focused 
on residential and retail opportunities.

• Trees located in sidewalk grates are preferable to tree lawns given maintenance and pedes-
trian access issues where there is constrained ROW. However, investigate opportunities to 
separate the sidewalks from the curb with a landscape buffer where opportunities exist.

Next Steps 
• Complete the Living Streets Initiative to provide more definition of how to enhance multi-

modal corridors such as Colfax.
• Leverage funding opportunities, both city and public/private, to design and construct im-

provements consistent with the vision in this document.
• Review city other regulations to help achieve this vision.
• Use this vision plan as a resource for the upcoming East Colfax Alternatives Analysis that will 

be looking at streetcar and other transit alternatives.
• Assure that the CACP is taken into consideration whenever infrastructure projects are under-

taken.
• Explore how the allowed 5’ flexibility in the build to requirements in Main Street Zoning could 

be utilized in portions of Colfax where right of way is limited.
• Streetscape - A Denver Streetscape Manual is currently assessing existing streetscape regulations 

and guidelines in order to provide a comprehensive resource for streetscape improvements.
•  Drainage (Flo-2D) The City of Denver is taking proactive steps to study drainage issues on a 

corridor wide basis throughout the city and to prioritize areas of opportunity for public and 
private investment. 
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